
Edgewater Neighborhood Association 
Board of Directors 
Meeting March 19, 2014, Rockford Country Club 
  
  
Present---John Beck, President;  Bill Simpson, Secretary;  Dick Berman, 
Treasurer;  Drew Williams, Webmaster;  Barb Berman;  Michael Goddard;  Jake 
Hamil;  Mark Podemski.  There was a quorum.  Officer Eric Jones.  Guests---B. 
J. Alexis, Brian Beal, Orville Reichenbach. 
  
1.      Meeting called to order by President John Beck at 5:37 p.m. 
  
2.      Community Services Report---RPD Officer Eric Jones, having returned to 
Edgewater duty, was warmly welcomed back by the board.  Group A criminal 
offenses in February, 0;  Group B offenses, 6 (down from 3 and 8, respectively, 
in January).  Officer Jones distributed lists of "Important Phone Numbers":  Police 
Related, Fire Related, Property Related, Animal Related, Street Related, Human 
Services Related.  John Beck and Officer Jones talked about geographical 
organization of police work. 
  
3.      Secretary's Report---Minutes of February 19 meeting approved;  Mark 
Podemski so moved, Jake Hamil seconded. 
  
4.      Treasurer's Report---None. 
  
5.      Alderman's Report---Alderman (and President) John Beck spoke of his 
concern with repair of alleys, probably five or six alleys this year.  Garbage trucks 
will not drive down alleys after repair.  Street repair will be limited in 2014 to the 
300 and 400 blocks of Brown Avenue.  John and others, especially B. J. Alexis, 
commented favorably on a recent meeting with Mayor Larry Morrissey 
concerning the Ninth and Twelfth wards.  The reaction to the latest proposal 
regarding the Ziock (Amerock) Building was positive;  regarding preservation of 
old Rockford High School, negative.  B. J. Alexis mentioned Midway Theater, 
which has an elegant facade but no conceivable use in the near or distant future.  
Drew Williams asked about the pension systems for Rockford police and 
firefighters;  John replied that, at least in comparison with many other cities, 
Rockford is well off. 
  
6.      Webmaster's Report---227 Facebook fans;  150 Nextdoor.  Webmaster 
Drew Williams promised to update the Web site. 
  
7.      Membership Card---Jake Hamil reported that 145 members use PayPal 
and 119 write checks. 
  
8.     Newsletter---Juanita Hickerson presented prospective expenses of a four-
page news sheet and postcards announcing the next newsletter online.  The 
regular-mail newsletter would cost $749.50---$609.50 printing, $150 postage.  



Only three Edgewater residents have requested hard copy.  The total for 
postcards could range from $590.80 to $722.80---$314.80 for printing and 
addressing (by CQ America), postage ranging from $276 to $408 (23 to 34 cents 
apiece).  Mark Podemski suggested placing a message board, carrying among 
other things the date of the next online newsletter, on every street entering the 
neighborhood.  Mike Goddard moved that Juanita be authorized to go ahead with 
postcards costing about $600;  Jake Hamil seconded;  approved. 
  
9.      Snow Plow Committee---The general impression is that the private 
contractor is doing a better job than the city.  John Beck called attention to a 
proposal that odd-even parking be imposed without exception December 1-
March 31, even on streets that have one-side parking the rest of the year.  Brian 
Beal warned that this would not work for one-way streets.  Alternative schemes 
were discussed at great length. 
  
10.     Garage Sale Committee---The garage sale will be held the second 
Saturday in June from now on.  Bill Simpson so moved;  Jake Hamil seconded;  
approved.  Participation will be free henceforth.  (No $5 charge any more.)  Mike 
Goddard so moved;  Drew Williams seconded;  approved.  Drew thought that the 
best way to provide information regarding the garage sale might be posting on 
the Website what each participant has to sell and where. 
  
11.     Easter Egg Hunt---Will take place Easter Saturday, April 19.  John Beck 
passed along word from Stan Arnold, who was not present, that  he, Stan, would 
buy candy for the event. 
  
12.     Other Business---Possible locations of the public garden--- Chris 
Reisetter's plan brought before the board at the February meeting---were 
evaluated. 
  
 Meeting adjourned 7:27 p.m.  Next meeting:  Wednesday, April 16, Rockford 
Country Club. 
 


